Removal of artifactual bands associated with the presence of 2-mercaptoethanol in two-dimensional polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis.
A method for eliminating artifactual bands due to the presence of 2-mercaptoethanol in two-dimensional gels is described. The method is based on a modification of the procedure of application of the first dimension gel to the SDS slab gel. 2-Mercaptoethanol is removed during equilibration and replaced by iodoacetamide. The use of iodoacetamide improves the recovery of proteins and results in a better detection of them.